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When George V died, 

the newspapers reported that his last words were “ How is the 
Empire ? ” It was quite natural that he should ask this 
question, for the one function of the Crown which is insisted 
upon to-day is that of providing a personal link to bind 
together the varied assemblage of Dominions, Colonies, 
Protectorates and all the rest which go to make up the 
British Empire. King George’s eldest son, Edward, was 
brought up to be an “ Ambassador of Goodwill ” and for 
years went travelling from one colony to another to “ fit him,” 
as The Times said, “ to become the King-Emperor.” He 
was trained to be an impressive figurehead, and the various 
Dominion governments were fully agreed with the National 
Government that he should not be allowed to fulfil his desire 
for a personal life of his own. But the abdication is already 
ancient history. Now we are celebrating the coronation of 
another King-Emperor, who has been considered better fitted 
to do what is expected of him. The insignia with which he 
will be invested at the Coronation will proclaim him ruler, not 
only of these small islands, but of 
countries in every part of the 
world. 

“Representatives of Empire ” 

If you are in London to see the 
procession, or if the news reels bring 
the sight to you in your local cinema, 
you will be struck by the many 
gorgeously-clad “ representatives ” 
from all corners of the Empire. Fifty 
Indian States have sent five hundred 
of their most picturesque soldiery 
to line the route. There will also 
be members of the Indian air force 
and navy, forces from East, West 
and South Africa, from Palestine, 

Egypt, Ceylon and the West Indies. 

Troops from Australia, Canada and 
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the other Dominions will be there to give you the impression 
that all is well with the Empire. 

Perhaps you may wonder why the “ representatives ” of 
Empire seem to be almost exclusively soldiery. You will look 
in vain for an Indian peasant, a mill-worker from Bombay, a 
jute worker from Calcutta. Yet it is these who make up the 
Empire just as you make up the British people. The cup of 
tea which you will be thinking of longingly after hours of 
standing about in a crowd may come from leaf picked by child- 
labour in the plantations of Assam. The soap with which 
you washed in the morning contained palm oil made by 
Africans on the vast “ concessions ” in West Africa which 
enabled Unilever last year to make a net profit of £2,432,156. 
The Empire is not gay uniforms and waving flags and massed 
bands playing patriotic tunes. It is working men and women 
and children toiling that we may have our cup of tea or our 
pocket handkerchief. Let us look for a moment at the real 
empire of men and women and see how they five—and die. 

INDIA 

Let us begin with the “ brightest jewel of the British 
Crown ”—India. Here live some 350 million people of whom 
about 80 million are in the Native States. Nearly 90 per cent, 
of them are illiterate, yet the British have ruled large parts of 
the country for more than a century and a half. About 80 
per cent, of the population are peasants. About 100 million 
people are always living on the starvation level. Sixty per cent, 
are born in debt, live in debt, and die in debt, unable even to 
pay off the interest charged by the moneylender. We have 
brought “ law and order ” to India. But from the standpoint 
of the peasant that means that behind the moneylender stands 
the whole might of the Government, and yet without going to 
the moneylender he cannot pay his taxes. The land revenue, 
which is paid by the peasants, amounts to about £28,000,000, 
nearly one-fifth of the total revenue of India. On the other 
hand, the landlord does not pay income tax on revenue from 
land. 

India is a rich country. We read much in the popular 
press of Maharajahs who own several Rolls Royces, of the 
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Aga Khan who is one of the main supports of the Turf in 
this country, of business men such as Sir Dhunjibhoy Bomanji, 
Parsee shipping contractor who died recently and who, in 
addition to a house at Windsor with a private railway in the 
grounds, also had another house in the North as well as a 
palace in Bombay filled with costly treasures. What of the 
people of India? The Simon Commission Report said that 
“ the average income of India per head is equivalent to less 
than £8, while the corresponding figure for Britain is £95.” 
The yearly average income per head in India, therefore, 
amounts to one-twelfth of what it is in this country. As this 
is the average for all classes, it is obvious that the average for 
the workers is much lower. In the cotton mills of Bombay the 
highest wage is 14s. a week for a man and 6s. for a woman. 
In the jute mills of Bengal it is much less. Frequently the 
amount which the peasant has to pay in land revenue, taxes, 
rent and so on is one-half the value of his crops. And that is 
from a piece of land which, in most cases, is insufficient to 
support a family even if he received the whole crop. In the 
Presidency of Bombay, for instance, the Royal Commission 
on Agriculture showed that 48 per cent, of all the agricultural 
holdings consisted of less than five acres. 

In the Manchester Guardian for January 17, 1935, occurs 
the following passage: 

“ The wages paid to the Indian peasantry are barely 
credible by outside standards: figures for a typical group of 
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farmers in the Punjab show that the average net income per 
man fell from about ninepence a day in 1928-29 to about three- 
farthings per day in 1930-31.” 

With such appalling poverty naturally goes weakened re¬ 
sistance to disease. In 1931 the death rate for India was 
double that of England and Wales. Over one-third of the 
population suffers annually from malaria—that is, over a 
hundred million people—and of these less than 10 per cent, 
receive medical treatment. While the Government of India 
spends £38,000,000 a year on armaments, it can only spare 
about £35,000 for anti-malaria measures. Yet malaria, we 
know, can be wiped out. In India, nearly half the total deaths 
were of children under 10 years of age, while in England and 
Wales the proportion is about 13 per cent. 

Is this a Civilising Influence? 

Frightful poverty and darkest ignorance are the causes of 
all this. We have seen that capitalism is doing its best to 
depress an already low standard of life to still lower levels. 
What about the combating of ignorance and illiteracy? The 
average amount spent on education in 1930-31 was just over 
11 million pounds. In the same year nearly 44 million 
pounds was spent on the Army. Our civilising mission in 
India has certainly not expressed itself in education. Ten 
per cent, of the population able to read and write after genera¬ 
tions of rule is not a very good record. 

You will perhaps say—“ That may be so, but at any rate 
we have conferred on the country the blessings of peace. If 
it was not for British rule Hindus and Muslims would be flying 
at each others’ throats all over the place.” For generations 
before the British came, Hindus and Muslims were living more 
peaceably together than, say, the English and the Irish. Hindus 
carried on the administration of the Muslim Empire. To-day 
in Hyderabad State, with a Muslim ruler, the Nizam, there is 
a Hindu Prime Minister and many Hindus are in the adminis¬ 
tration, while in Mysore, a Hindu state, the Prime Minister is 
a Muslim. It is noticeable that most of the cases of Hindu- 
Muslim riots occur in British India and not in the Native States. 
In Bengal, for instance, you have many Muslim peasants, while 
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ABOVE 

BRITISH INDIA 

The scene in the streets 
of Peshawar , April 23, 
1930, a few minutes before 
British troops opened fire. 
The fury of the unarmed 
crowd was so great that 
the military were after¬ 
wards obliged to evacuate 
the city and according to 
the Daily Telegraph {May 
6, 1930) it remained under 
native control for over a 
week. The conduct of two 
native infantry platoons 
was officially reported to 
have been “ unsatis- 
factory 

RIGHT 

SOVIET TADJIKISTAN 

A Moscow engineer gives 
a former Russian “ colo¬ 
nial ” some advice on how 
to handle a tractor. 
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the moneylenders are mostly 
Hindus. In other parts of the 
country the moneylenders 
are often Pathans, while the 
peasants are Hindus. The 
natural result is that riots, 
the real causes of which are 
economic, arising out of ex¬ 
ploitation of the peasants by 
the moneylenders, take on 
the colour of religious riots. 
The old Roman Emperors 
thought of the maxim— 
“ Divide and Rule.” It is a maxim which all imperialists 
since have followed and none more successfully than the 
British. 

How have the Indian people answered this exploitation 
and oppression? Particularly since the War there has been 
a growing movement among the masses, led by the Indian 
National Congress. The British authorities in India replied 
to this by taking violent action. In 1919, at Amritsar in the 
Punjab, when a huge unarmed crowd gathered for a peaceful 
demonstration, troops fired on the crowd, killing 379 people. 
At a subsequent inquiry in this country. General Dyer, the 
officer responsible, was deprived of his command, but the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Sir Michael O’Dwyer, and 
the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, were exonerated and even 
praised. When ex-King Edward, as Prince of Wales, visited 
Bombay in 1921, the workers demonstrated. They were fired 
on and 53 were killed. In the same year there was a rising 
in the South among the Moplahs. Hundreds of them were 
taken prisoner, packed into goods vans and sent long distances 
in the stifling heat. As a result many of them were suffocated 
to death. At Meerut in 1931, 31 prisoners, including three 
Englishmen, were held in chains while their trial dragged on 
for three and a half years. They were charged with “ con¬ 
spiring against the King-Emperor ” and were sentenced to 
years of rigorous imprisonment or transportation. (Most of 
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the sentences, however, were later reduced in view of the great 
popular indignation). Actually they were prominent trade 
unionists and their crime was attempting to secure for the 
Indian workers some of the benefits which organised workers 
have in this country. Such are some of the methods of British 
imperialism to hold down the people of India, for in 1898 Lord 
Curzon observed : “ India is the pivot of our Empire : If the 
Empire loses any of its Dominions we can survive ; but if we 
lose India, the sun of our Empire will have set.” 

Throughout all this violence by the British authorities the 
Indian National Congress was steadily increasing its influence 
with the masses. In 1931 came the famous Civil Disobedience 
Movement, when thousands of Indians, both men and women, 
refused to co-operate in any way with the government. Though 
they were attacked by policemen armed with staves and brutally 
bludgeoned they refused to answer with violence. They were 
cra mm ed into the jails until there were about 80,000 political 
prisoners whose only crime was that of peaceably attempting 
to resist the brutalities of alien rule. Actually criminals had 


to be released from the 
jails in order to make 
room for political pris¬ 
oners. (2,000 are still in 
prison and have had no 
semblance of a trial.) 



At last the British 
Government decided to 
give the people of India 
a Constitution. A long 
series of negotiations 
took place between the 
British on the one hand 


Cheap Labour 


and “ representatives ” of India who had been chosen by 
the British on the other. The result was a Constitution which 
was supposed to come into action, most appropriately, on 
April 1 of this year. Under this Constitution only 13 per cent, 
of the population is allowed to vote for candidates to the 
provincial legislatures, while in the Federal Government 
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elected delegates must always be in a minority to the Govern¬ 
ment delegates. All the real powers are reserved to the Gov¬ 
ernors. They can veto any legislation. They can dismiss 
any government and rule through the exercise of special 
powers. The only way in which any approach can be made 
to the problems of the people of India is first of all by taking 
some of the burdens off the starving masses and putting them on 
the rich. But the British power rests on the great landlords 
and the rich capitalists, as well as on the Army for which about 
half the central revenue is spent. 

In spite of all sorts of obstacles placed in its way by the 
Government, Congress won a majority in six out of the eleven 
provinces. In order to be sure that it would be allowed to 
do something for the people of India, Congress asked the 
Governors in those six provinces to give them an assurance 
that the special powers would not be used to hinder Congress 
Ministers from carrying out their constitutional activities. The 
Governors refused this, and so Congress has refused office 
because it is well aware that it would not be allowed to do 
anything worth while to help the suffering people. 

And remember that all this is done in the name of the 
King-Emperor. 100 million people are permanently on the 
starvation level, 320 million people are denied the possibility 
of learning to read and write, thousands of people are kept 
in prison without trial, ruling Princes can indulge in every sort 
of senseless extravagance, the City of London can extract a 
yearly tribute of tens of millions of pounds, that is what the 
Empire means to India. 

We have spent a lot of time in India, but after all it does 
contain about three-quarters of the population of the Empire. 
Now let us move on to the other side of the world, to the oldest 
Colony—Newfoundland. In an article headed “ Desperate 
Newfoundland,” published in the Manchester Guardian 
recently, it is stated that “ no less than a quarter of the popula¬ 
tion is in receipt of government relief. This relief is equivalent 
to roughly half a crown a week paid in kind .... The plight 
of the people is appalling. Children are clothed in flour sacks, 
the people are woefully under-nourished, there are children 
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who have never been to school. A large proportion of the 
people are impoverished physically, mentally and morally.” 
Here is a people of British origin driven to degradation by 
British Imperialism. Yet a few rich men are making fortunes 
from the paper, pulp and fishing industries of the country. 
Last year the Anglo-Newfoundland Development Co., Ltd., 
made a profit of £200,000. 

Now let’s go back across the Atlantic to South Africa, 
where gold and diamonds come from. In the Union of South 
Africa live about a milli on and a half white people and some 
12 millions of Africans. The latter have no representatives in 
Parliament. When they work in the mines they do so under 
military guard. They are not allowed to move freely about 
their own country, but must have a pass which contains their 
finger-prints (as though they were criminals) in order to travel. 
In many places they are not allowed on the same pavement 
as the whites. Even the churches are run on racial lines. 
There is no public place in which an African and a European 
can meet together. 

In South Africa there are many Indians. Most of them 
were brought over on the indenture system to work and, after 
serving their time, settled down. Although they are British 
citizens as members of the Empire, they are not allowed to 

own land and have to sub¬ 
mit to all sorts of humiliating 
restrictions. But the capital¬ 
ists do not have restrictions 
on their profits. In 1935 the 
net profits for De Beers Con¬ 
solidated Diamond Mines 
jumped to £2,122,360 as com¬ 
pared with only £768,760 
for 1934. Rand Gold Mines 
Ltd. returned profits of 
£1,134,000 for 1935. The 
Stock Exchange Gazette 
mentions that since 1898 it 
has paid almost £23,696,500 

to shareholders. 

" But what has Lancashire gained ?” 19 





Sometimes you hear West Africa talked about as a Colony 
which is really being ruled for the benefit of the natives through 
their own chiefs. It is true that there is a Council of Chiefs 
and a Legislative Assembly, but it is noteworthy that there 
have been many changes in the chieftainships since the British 
took the country. The British Government takes good care 
that the chiefs shall be such as to “ represent ” the natives in 
the way the British want. Unlike the other colonies, the West 
African lands belong to the West African people, but the great 
trading companies such as Levers and Rowntrees through their 
vast concessions are able to impose what prices they like on 
the natives. Workers on the cocoa plantations get as little as 
fourpence a day for their labour; but last year Unilever made 
a net profit of £2,432,156 and Cadbury’s had a credit balance 
of £1,626,000. 

However, the West Africans are going to be represented 
at the coronation by Dr. Nanka Bruce. In 1935 and again 
in 1936 when he stood for Accra in the Legislative Assembly 
elections he was defeated by Mr. Kojo Thompson. Now 
Bruce, who does not even represent his own local constituents, 
has been appointed by the Governor, Sir Arnold Hodson, to 
represent West Africa at the coronation. The local Legislative 
Assembly was never consulted and their protests fell on deaf 
ears. 

You can all remember what happened last year in 
Palestine. A general strike broke out and over a 100 Arab 
men and women were shot by British troops. Here again the 
policy of “ Divide and Rule ” is shown, for much has been 
made of Arab-Jewish riots. It is noteworthy that even at the 
height of the troubles there were many cases where Jewish 
workers helped Arab workers and vice versa. But Palestine 
is the Clapham Junction of the Empire, for it is here that the 
air routes to India and the East cross, while it borders on the 
Suez Canal, a vital artery of Empire. Besides, millions of 
gallons of oil are brought from Mosul across the desert to 
Palestine to feed the tanks and battleships of British 
militarism. We cannot afford unrest here so we suppress it 
with brutal force. 

And now for one last leap before we leave our world 
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tour—this time right across the 
Pacific to Malaya. Here are 
great rubber plantations and 
vast tin mines. Both rubber 
and tin have been leaping up in 
price in the last months as 
both are vital for war prepara¬ 
tions. But when the Chinese 
workers on the rubber planta¬ 
tions struck to get something 
approaching a living-wage, 
Indian troops were drafted in 
and the strikers were fired on, 
with many deaths resulting. 



Life seems good for this Tadjik 
man.. .Yet it is only twenty years 
since he was ground down under 
the old Russian Empire. 


What does all this mean to you, a British working man or 
woman? It is the big capitalist interests behind the National 
Government which is exploiting the peoples of the Empire. 
In the name of the King-Emperor and the National Govern¬ 
ment, peaceful workers and peasants are murdered, their 
children are kept without education, their whole lives are lived 
in wretchedness, misery and starvation. Remember, as your 
newspapers and radio call upon you to celebrate the corona¬ 
tion, that, in effect, the coronation is an endorsement and 
glorification of all this poverty and oppression which is im¬ 
posed on the Colonial millions. That is one of the main 
reasons that our Party, the Communist Party, opposes the 
coronation. It is quite right that the note of the coronation 
should be military display, for it is by force and force alone 
that we hold this Empire which we won by force. That is 
why the peoples of the Empire are unrepresented here, but in 
their place come jewelled Maharajahs, whose every jewel comes 
from the blood and sweat of their tortured peasantry, and 
troops, with arms kept from rusting idle by being used against 
workers whose only crime is to demand a little share in the 
land which is their own by right of birth. The late Lord 
Brentford, better known as Jix, said in 1925, “ We conquered 
India by the sword, and by the sword we shall hold it. . . . 
I am not such a hypocrite as to say that we hold India for 
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the good of the Indians. We hold it as the finest outlet for 
British goods in general and for Lancashire cotton goods in 
particular.” 

But what has Lancashire gained? Has any attempt been 
made to raise the standard of living of the Indian workers and 
peasants so as to provide more work for Lancashire? To 
the capitalist “ patriotism is not enough.” To get his profits 
he exploits the Empire and uses the lowered standards of living 
both to collect more profits for himself and to make a drive 
on the workers at home. The jute workers of Bengal are pitted 
against the Dundee workers, Indian textile workers against 
Lancashire workers, Lascar seamen against British seamen. 

A great outcry has been raised against Franco using 
Moorish troops in Spain, but he was only following the 
example of his imperialist masters. British Imperialism used 
Indian troops in France and then subjected Iraq by their 
means. French Imperialism ravaged Syria with Senegalese 
soldiers and has used African troops against French strikers 
in France. If it should become necessary, British Imperialism 
would not hesitate to use Colonial troops against the British 
working class. 

The interests of the workers and peasants throughout the 
Empire are at one with the interests of the British workers. 
We cannot be free unless they are freed. Their fight for freedom 
and democracy is our fight. But remember their fight is much 
harder if we merely look on. They have not only their own 
capitalists to fight against but the massed power of British 
capitalism. Every step that we take in the fight against our 
own capitalists is a step towards freeing the oppressed Colonial 
peoples. And we know now what such peoples can do when 
they are freed of the burdens and shame of capitalist oppres¬ 
sion. In the Soviet Union are 189 different peoples, some of 
them still in the most primitive stage. Now they are develop¬ 
ing their own country. Soviet Russia is now the second 
country in the world in industrial production. Now there are 
less than 2 per cent, of illiterates, where formerly in some 
places there were over 90 per cent, and the average was well 
over 50 per cent. And they stand solid for peace. 
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So long as you have Empires you will have war. The war 
for the redistribution of the world has started. Italy has 
grabbed Abyssinia by the foulest means, which stink in the 
nostril of any decent person. Germany is demanding colonies. 
Both of them are attempting to enslave Spain. And our 
National Government is going to spend £1,500,000,000 on 
armaments, “ for defence ” they say. But it is you who pay 
for it all, you and your brother workers throughout the Empire. 
Wages have risen a little because you have fought for them, but 
prices have risen still more and are still rising. The only way 
out is to fight to keep what democratic liberties we still have 
and to extend these liberties to our colonial brothers and 
sisters. 

Marx said, “ A nation that oppresses another cannot 
itself be free.” Therefore our course is clear. First, we must 
recognise the fact that we have a common cause with the 
colonial peoples against a common enemy—our own rich 
capitalists. We do not stand alone in the struggle. We cannot 
win freedom and Socialism for ourselves unless we try to help 
them to win them also. Second, we must fight to win for the 
colonial peoples full democratic rights and civil liberties. We 
must strengthen the whole struggle for the independence of 
the colonies, we must weaken the power of British Imperialism. 
Thus we shall bring the day nearer when the British Common¬ 
wealth will be bound together, not through personal allegiance 
to any King-Emperor, but through the class allegiance of 
worker to worker, when we and our colonial brothers and 
sisters will be able to join with the workers of other nations 
in the Socialist Commonwealth of the workers of the world. 
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Communist Policy 
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For Soviet Britain 

For Soviet Britain. (Programme adopted at Thirteenth Congress 
of Communist Party in 1935.) Shows concretely what the British 
workers will do. It explains, argues for, and points the way to a 
new social system. 

Unity Series 

No. 1. What Next tor The Labour Party? R. Palme Dutt 
No. 2. Labour and Armaments. W. Rust. 

Spain 

Spain. Emile Burns 
Arms for Spain. Harry Pollitt 
Spain’s “ Left ” Critics. }. R. Campbell 
Spain and the T.U.C. Harry Pollitt 

Industrial 

Communism and Railways. 

Safety in the Mines. 

Communism and Cotton. 

Trade Unionism and Communism. 

Communism and the Co-ops. 

“ Clean up the Shops.” 

Youth 

The Youth Library: 

No. 1. Clean up the Factories. J. L. Douglas. 

No. 2. An Ai Nation. Joe Goss. 

No. 3. Give us Jobs. D. Burke. 

Defence of Madrid. 

ORDER FROM 

THE WORKERS’ BOOKSHOP LTD. 

16 King St., Covent Gdn., W.C.2,or 49 Farringclon Rd.,E.C.l 








JOIN THE 


Communist 

Party 

OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Join the Fight 
FOR PEACE 
BREAD AND 
SECURITY 

Tear off and fill up TO-DAY 

I wish to become a Member of the Communist 
Party of Great Britain. 

Name . 

Address ... 


Fill in this form and send to C.P.G.B,, 16 King 
Street, London, W.C.i, or to Local Organiser. 







Read the 

DAILY WORKER 


For Coronation News and all the 
news every day from a working- 
class point of view 


‘Co-op’ News 

FEATURES: 

Full and interesting news every Wednesday. 

Home Page 

Recipes, dressmaking hints, Nurse Jane 
Geddes on child problems, etc. 

Beauty Notes 

Regularly, by a competent authority, are 
much appreciated. 

Soviet Russia 

A full page of news from the first Workers’ 
Republic. 

Amusements 

Film, Play, Music criticisms. 

Books 

All the 6 Left ’ books reviewed by prominent 
Labour and Communist writers. 




If your newsagent cannot supply the Daily Worker, write to 
Circulation Dept., Daily Worker, Nelson Place, Cay ton Street, 

London, E,C.i. 








This is number three 

of the series “ The Plain Man’s Guide to the Coronation.” 
Make sure you get the two others. 

Number one is called “ Parade of War.” It exposes the real 
motives behind the festivities. 

Number two is called “ One Happy Family.” It gives a careful 
estimate of all the money to be spent on the celebrations and 
then shows what WE could do with the money. 

Fully illustrated with drawings and photographs, price one 
penny, and worth sixpence! 1 

Supplies of these pamphlets can be obtained from the Workers’ 
Bookshop, 49 Farringdon Road, London, E.C.l. Single 
copies, l^d. post free; quantities, post free, ll^d. for 12, 
7s. for 100. 


If you have agreed with this 
pamphlet you should take the 

DAILY WORKER 

regularly—the only daily paper that gives working-class news 
and views about the Coronation and all other events. 
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